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Set of ‘ eat. gestalt Re 
- A farther Profecution of the fame Subjed. 
es Si vincimus omnia nobis tuta erunt, Commeatus abunde municipia atque Colonia 
T have patebunt ; fin metu cefjerimus, eadem illa adverfa fient. SAL. 
ont HAVE in my laft Paper endeavoured to explode the Scheme of erecting our College 
1% by Charter, as a Means wholly inadequate to the End propofed. Many of my 
ith = Readers are doubtlefs convinced, how juftly it lies open to the Objections I have 
at his raifed againft it; and therefore expect, that fomething more effectual be propofed in its 
i. Stead: While others that remain unfatisfied, may, perhaps, find their Doubts removed, 
Be “ by perufing the Plan I fhall lay before them. 
ai But I would firft eftablith it as a Truth, that Societies have an indifputable Right 
. i to direct the Education of their youthful Members. If we trace the Wifdom of 
s they Providence in the Harmony of the Creation ; the mutual Dependence of human Nature, 
wy renders it demonftrably certain, that Man was not defigned folely for his own Happinefs, 
but alfo to promote the Felieity of his Fellow-Creatures. To this Bond of Nature, 
civil Government has joined’ an additional Obligation. Every Perfon born within the 
oleatly Verge of Society, immediately becomes a Subject of that Community in which he firft 
“never breathes the vital Element ; and is fo far a Part of the political Whole, that the Rules 
e and of Juftice inhibit thofe Actions which, tho’ tending to his own Advantage, are injurious 
ches to the public Weal. If therefore, it belongs to any to infpect the Education of Youth, 
liftant it is the proper Bufinefs of the Public, with whofe Happinefs their future Conduct in 
ritted; Life is infeparably connected, and by whofe Laws their relative Aétions will be 
sineall governed. 
os SensiBLe of this was the Spartan Law-giver, who claimed the Education of the 
oot i Lacedemonian Youth, as the unaltenable Right of the Commonwealth. It was dangerous 
in his Opinion, to fuffer the incautious Minds of thofe who were born Members of 
Society, to imbibe any Principles but thofe of univerfal Benevolence, and an 
prove unextinguifhable Love for the Community of which they were Subjeéts. For this 
1 that Reafon, Children were withdrawn from the Authority of their Parents, who might 
abule. otherwife warp their immature Judgments in Favour of Prejudices and Errors eteded 
nich if on them by the Dint of Authority: But if this was confidered as a prudent Step to 
*: at guard the Liberty and Happinefs of that Republic ; methinks it will not be unadvifable, 
ileges 


for our Legiflature, who have it in their Power, to fecure us againft the Defigns of any 
s and Seét or Party of Men, that may aim at the fole Government of the College. If there 
the youthful Soul is to be ingrafted with blind Precepts, contracted Opinions, inexplicable 
Myfteries, and incurable Prejudices, let it be conftituted by Charter : But if from thence 
we expect to fill our public Pofts with Perfons of Wifdom and Underftanding, worthy 
+ pall of their Offices, and capable of accomplifhing the Ends of their Inftitution, let it not 

be made the Portion of a Party, or private Set of Men, but let it merit the Protection 

of the Public. The only true Defign of its Ereétion, is to capacitate the Inhabitants 
- of this Province, for advancing their private and public Happinefs; of which the 
Legiflature are the lawful Guardians : To them, therefore, does the Care of our future 


Letters : ' 
“ Seminary of Learning properly and only belong. 
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InstzAp of a Charter, I would propofe, that the College be founded and incorporated 
by A& of Afflembly, and that not only becaufe it ought to be under the Infpeétion of 
the civil Authority ; but alfo, becaufe fuch a Conftitution will be more permanent, 
better endowed, lefs liable to Abufe, and more capable of anfwering its true End. 


Ir is unreafonable to fuppofe, that an Univerfity raifed by private Contribution 
in this Province, fhould arrive at any confiderable Degree of Grandeur or Utility; 
The Expence attending the firft Erection, and continual Support of fo great a 
Work, requires the united Aid of the Public. Should it once be made an Affair of 
univerial Concern, they will, ne Doubt, generoufly contribute by Taxes, and every 
other Means towards its Endowment, and furnith it by a provincial Charge, with 
whatever fhall be neceflary to render it of general Advantage. But altho’ our Affembly 
have already raifed a confiderable Fund for that Purpofe, who can imagine they will 
ever part with or difpofe of it to any other Ufes, than fuch as they fhall think proper 
and direét. If the College be erected at the Charge of the Province, it ought doubtlefs 
to be incorporated by Aét of Affembly; by which Means the whole Legiflature will 
have, as they ought to have, the Di‘pofition of the Fund raifed for this Purpofe: The 
Community will then have it in their Power to call thofe to an Account into whofe Hands 
the public Monies fhall be depofited for that particular Ufe: And thus the Sums thought 
neceflary for the Improvement of Learning, will be honeftly expended in the Service for 
which they are defigned ; or fhould they be embezzled, it might eafily be detected, and 
publicly punifhed : Befides, no particular Set of Men can claim a Right to difpofe of 
the provincial Taxes, but thofe impowered by the Community ; and therefore, if the 
Colony muft bear the Expence of the College, furely the Legiflature will claim the 
Superintendency of it. But if after all, it fhould be thought proper to incorporate it 
by Charter, it is to be hoped, they will referve the public Money for fome other Ufe, 
rather than beftow it on a College, the Conduct of whofe Truftees would be wholly 
out of the Reach of their Power. 

A FURTHER Argument in Favour of its being incorporated by Act of Affembly, 
may be deduced from the End of its Inftitution. It is defigned to derive continual 
Bleffings to the Community ; to improve thofe public Virtues that never fail to make a 
People great and happy ; to cherifh a noble Ardour for Liberty ; to ftand a perpetual 
Barrier againft Tyranny and Oppreffion. The Advantages flowing from the Rife and 
Improvement of Literature, are not to be confined to a Set of Men: They are to 
extend their chearful Influence thro’ Society in general,---thro’ the whole Province ; and 
therefore, ought to be the peculiar Care of the united Body of the Legiflature. The 
Affembly have been hitherto wifely jealous of the Liberties of their Conftituents : Nor 
can they, methinks, ever be perfuaded, to cede their Authority in a Matter fo manifeftly 
important to our univerfal Welfare, or fubmit the Guidance of our Academy to the 
Hands of a few. On the contrary, we are all fo greatly interefted in its Succefs, as to 
render it an Object worthy of their mott diligent Attention,---worthy of their immediate 
Patronage. Should a Number of private Perfons have the Impudence to demand of our 
Legiflature, the Right of giving Law to the whole Community ; or even fhould they 
afk the fmaller Privilege, of paffing one private Aét, would it not be deem’d the 
Height of Effrontery ? In what Light then ought the Conduct of thofe to be confidered, 
who, in claiming the Government of owr Univerfity, afk no lefs confiderable a Boon, 
than abfolute univerfal Dominion. : 

To a Matter of fuch general, fuch momentous Concern, our Rulers can never too 
particularly apply their Thoughts, fince under their Protection alone Learning mutt 
flourifh, and the Sciences be improved: It may indeed be urged, that the Nature of their 
Employment forbids them to {pena their Time in the Infpeéction of Schools, or directing 


the Education of Youth: But are the Rife of Arts, the Improvement of Hufbandry, the 
Increafe 
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Increafe of Trade, the Advancement of Knowledge in Law, Phyfic, Morality, Policy, 
and the Rules of Juftice and civil Government, Subjeéts beneath the Attention of our 
Legiflature ? In thefe are comprehended all our public and private Happinefs; thefe are 
Confequences of the Education of our Youth, and for the Growth and Perfe€tion of thefe, 
is our College defigned. 

AnoTuer Reafon that flrongly evinces the Neceffity of an A& of Aflembly, for the 
Incorporation of our intended Academy, is, that by this Means that Spirit of Freedom, 
which I have in my former Papers, fhewn to be neceflary to the Increafe of Learning, 
and its confequential Advantages, may be rendered impregnable to all Attacks. While 
the Government of the College is in the Hands of the People, or their Guardians, its 
Defign cannot be perverted. As we all value our Liberty and Happinefs, we fhall all 
naturally encouragé thofe Means by which our Liberty and Happinefs will neceflarily be 
improved: And as we never can be fuppofed wilfully to barter our Freedom and Felicity, 
for Slavery and Mifery, we fhall certainly crufh the Growth of thofe Principles, upon 
which the latter are built, by cultivating and encouraging their Oppofites. Our College 
therefore, if it be incorporated by Act of Affembly, inftead of opening a Door to 
univerfal Bigotry and Eftablifhment in Church, and Tyranny and Oppreffion in the 
State, will fecure us in the Enjoyment of our refpective Privileges both civil and religious. 
For as we are fplit into fo great a Variety of Opinions and Profeffions ; had each 
Individual his Share in the Government of the Academy, the Jealoufy of all Parties 
combating each other, would inevitably produce a perfect Freedom for each particular 
Party. . 

Suoutp the College be founded upon an Act of Aflembly, the Legiflature would have 
it in their Power, to infpect the Conduct of its Governors, to diveft thofe of Authority 
who abufed it, and appoint in their Stead, Friends to the Caufe of Learning, and the 
general Welfare of the Province. Againft this, no Bribes, no Solicitations would be 
effectual : No Seét or Denomination plead an Exemption: But as all Parties are fubject 
to their Authority ; fo would they all feel its equal Influence in this Particular. Hence 
fhould the Truftees purfue any Steps but thofe that lead to public Emolument, their 
Fate would be certain, their Doom inevitable: Every Officer in the College being 
under the narrow Afpect and Scrutiny of the civil Authority, would be continually 
fubject to the wholefome Alternative, either of performing his Duty, with the utmoft 
Exactnefs, or giving up his Polit to a Perfon of fuperior Integrity. By this Means, the 
Prevalence of Doctrines deftruétive of the Privileges of human Nature, would effectually 
be difcouraged, Principles of public Virtue inculcated, and every Thing promoted that 
bears the Stamp of general Utility. 

Bur what remarkably fets an A& of Affembly in a Light far fuperior to a Charter, 
is, that we may thereby effectually counterplot every Scheme that can pofibly be 
concerted, for the Advancement of any particular Se& above the rett. A Charter may, 
as I have fhewn in my laft Paper, be fo unexceptionably formed, as to incur the 
Difapprobation of no Denomination whatever; but unexceptionable as it may be, we 
cannot be fure of its Duration. A Second may fucceed, which, perhaps, would be 
difapproved of by all but one Party. On the contrary, we are certain that an A& of 
Aflembly muft be unexceptionable to all ; fince Nothing can be inferted in it, but what 
any one may except againft ; and, as we are reprefented in the Aflembly by Gentlemen 
of various Perfuafions, there is the higheft Probability, that every Claufe tending to 
abridge the Liberty of any particular Sect, would by fome or other of our Reprefentatives 
be ftrongly oppofed. And this will ftill be the Cafe, however repeatedly Innovations 
may be attempted by fubfequent Acts. 


AnoTHeER Advantage accruing to the College itfelf, and confequently ta the 
Community in general, is, that larger Donations may be expected, fhould it be 
incorporated 
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incorporated by Act of Affembly, than by Charter. Every generous Contributor, would 
undoubtedly be willing to have fome Security for the Difpofition of his Gratuity, 
confiftent with the Defign of his Donative. Nor is it improbable, that the mof 
bounteous Perfon would refufe to beflow a Largeis, without being convinced of the 
Honefty and Propriety of its Application. Under a Charter no Security to this Purpofe 
can poffibly be expected: This is fufficiently evinced by my laft Paper. Befides which, 
if a Charter be obtained, it will without Doubt, be immediately or eventually in favour 
of one particular Party ; the Confequence of which will be plainly this, that the other 
Sects amongft us, being a vaft Majority, inftead of contributing to the Support of our 
Academy by private Donations, will endeavour to difcourage each other from it. But 
fhould our Univerfity be eftablifhed by Act of Aflembly, as every Individual would bear a 
Part in its Government, fo fhould we al! be more ttrongly induced, by private Gifts, to 
increafe its Endowments. 


App to all this, that fhould the Perfons intrufted with the immediate Care of our 
Nurfery of Learning, commit any Evror in their Conduct, the Act of Affembly would 
not be void, but in as full Force as if the Error had not been committed. And 
fhould they defignedly tranfgrefs the Bounds of their Authority, the Ac&t might be fo 
conftructed, as to difqualify them for holding their Offices, and fubject them to the fevereft 
Penalties ; to be recovered by his Majefty, or the Party aggrieved, or by both. Ie is 
alfo to be remarked, that fhould the A&t of Incorporation be at any Time infringed, 


and the Liberty of the Students invaded, their Redrefs would be more eafily obtained in 
a Court of Law. 


To this Scheme it may be objecteds that the Creating a Body-Politic by Act of 
Legiflation, without a previous Charter, is unprecedented, and an Infringement of the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and may poffibly for thofe Reafons be damned by the King, 
who cannot repeal a Charter ; and farther, that every End that can be propofed by A Aa 
only, may be obatined by a Charter- Incorporation ; and an A@ pofterior, confirming it, 
and enlarging and regulating the Powers of the Body. In Anfwer to which, let it be 
confidered, that it is not only the King’s Prerogative, to grant a Charter, but alfo to 
grant it upon certain Terms ; a Non-Compliance with which, will caufe its Repeal; 
and from thence arifes the Precarioufneis of a Charter. Should an A& be paffed in 
Confequence of a Charter, it muft be either to prevent its Precarioufnefs, or to add new 
Privileges to thofe granted by it. If the former fhould be the Reafon for paffing an AQ, 
it would militate againft the Royal Prerogative, as well as an A&ct to incorporate the 
College ; and therefore would, in all Probability, meet with the fame Fate, and by that 
Means the Charter would ftand alone. If the Act thould be only in Aid of the Charter, 
it would ftill leave it in as uncertain a State, as without an A&t. So that in either Cafe 
the College would be expofed to thofe Inconveniencies, which, in my laft Paper I have 
fhewn to be the natural Confequences of a Charter Government: Befides which, fhould 
the College be eftablifhed by a Charter, the Public will lofe moft of thofe Advantages, 
which I fhall in my next Paper propofe, as fome of the fubftantial Parts of an Act of 
Affembly. 

Many other convincing Arguments might be urged with Succefs, in favour of an A& 
of Afiembly for the Incorporation of our intended College, would the Bounds of this 
Paper admit their Infertion. Thofe I have had Room to enforce, are, I am convinced, 
fufficiently ftriking, to engage the Affent of every candid and unprejudiced Thinker. To 
the Wifdom of our Legiflature, thefe Hints will be perfectly ufelefs: Nor do I aim at 
any Thing more upon fo important a Subje&, than barely to open the Eyes of fome of 
my lefs impartial Readers; and teftify, how entirely the true Intereft of this Province 
commands the moft ardent and fincere Withes of the Independent Refle@or. B. 


To the Gentlemen who favoured me cwith their Sentiments on the Subje@ of the College, in two Letters 
Jigued BC. and A Friend, J return my profoundeft Thanks. 
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New. Yor: Printe d dy J. Parker, at the New Printing Office in Beaver-Streez, 








